Deborah ArunDitha Emmanuel

Poet, Singer,

Performance Artist, Teacher

Singaporean // based locally // +6581841217 // arunditha.emmanuel@gmail.com

PROFILE

Experimental writer and performer whose research is
grounded in feminist and political discourse, as well as
diverse esoteric philosophies. Working between poetry,
sound, text-based dramatic performances and movement.
Co-organising at Opens and frontwoman of Mantravine.

APPEARANCES AND
CoMMIsSsIONS
(RECENT)

ResonATES WiTH RESIDENCY
National Gallery Singapore // Singapore // Apr 2025-Jan 2026
Performing arts resident at the National Gallery Singapore

developing 3 works in response to art in the collection.

Rak Mak Mak
Singapore Butoh Collective // Chiang Dao // March 2025
Devised and performed a full-length Butoh performance in

collaboration with the Singapore Butoh Collective.

FeaTurep PoeT, PoeEMms ON THE MRT
Sing Lit Station // Singapore // Nov 2024
Featured in a video interview.

Living ANcesToR (KaLaa Utsavam) // ScripT AND PERFORMANCE
The Esplanade // Singapore // Sept-Nov 2024
Esplanade commission with SISTRUM and Beatroot Ensemble

feat. Mohamed Noor and Munir Alsagoff (Singapore)

MANTRAVINE ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL TOUR
Mantravine // DE, NL, MA // May-June 2024
16 shows in 3 countries. Yr before: 24 shows in 4 countries.

A MEeRcCURY RETROGRADE GATHERING OF POETS
The Mandala Club // Singapore // 18th April 2024
Alfian Sa’at, Lawrence Ypil, Pooja Nansi, ArunDitha.

*UNBECOMING’ BY MANTRAVINE
ForeWord; The Esplanade // Singapore // 31st March 2024
Narrative poetry performance set to music; waterfront stage.



A PuBLIc CONVERSATION:

“THE PeopLE CuLTurREs OF A NATIONAL THEATRE"”
T:>Works // Singapore // 7th March 2024
Alfian Sa’at, Medli Dorothea Loo, Kavitha Krishnan, Ho Tzu

Nyen, Arunditha Emmanuel.

FestivaL GALA: PoeTs AND BELONGING
Singapore Writers Festival // Singapore // 25th November 2023
Yomi Sode, Lemn Sissay, ArunDitha.

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS + HIGHLIGHTS

e Winner of I Can See Your Voice Episode 9,
Mediacorp Singapore

e Winner of Dunedin regional poetry slam, New
Zealand, 2022,

e Host of ‘'Show Me The City’ S1 on CNA, 2019.

e Modern Resonance, 2019. Power To The People
commissioned by the Goethe Institut in collaboration
with Chong Li-Chuan and Alecia Neo.

e First Singapore writer to be awarded residency
at Literarisches Colloquium Berlin, 2019.

e Barcelona International Poetry Festival, 2018.
Commissioned to perform a poetry and bass music
show with my collaborator Kiat.

e Performance art debut ‘Hush’ in NY at The 24th
Annual Watermill Center Summer Benefit, 2017.

EDUCATION AND
TRAINING

BA CoONTEMPORARY AND APPLIED THEATRE

Griffith University // Brisbane, Australia // 2015
DipLoMA 1N APPLIED DRAMA AND PsycHOLOGY
Singapore Polytechnic // Singapore // 2012

PuBLICATIONS

rib/cage, Afterimage Press, 2025 @ The Seven-Year Cycle,
Guernica, 2022 @ Singing In The Dark (Anthology), Penguin
Random House India, 2022 @ Genesis, self-published, 2018 @
Rebel Rites, Cosmic Grasshopper Press, 2016 ® When I Giggle
In My Sleep, Red Wheelbarrow Books, 2015
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